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Jacksonville State University announced on Tuesday, April 14 that the English Competency
Exam, or ECE, will no longer be required by students to graduate from the university. This
change in requirements will take effect as of the summer term this year.
“Beginning Summer 2020, the ECE will no longer be given at JSU, nor will the ECE be a
graduation requirement for any student in Summer 2020 and beyond, no matter the year
of the catalog for that student’s academic program,” said the JSU Office of Clinical
Experiences in a Facebook post. “Students in ECE remediation are not required to retake
the ECE.”
The ECE was a writing skills test administered by the English Department to ensure that
the student has a basic understanding of literacy. Students were originally required to pass
the exam the semester before they intended to apply for graduation.
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According to the ECE proposal, written by Dr. Andrea Porter, this has been the
department’s “ultimate plan”, but has been accelerated due to COVID-19. 
“If we were to continue with the ECE now, it would have to be administered 100% online
this summer and possibly in subsequent semesters as well,” the proposal read.
Instead of offering the ECE, the university has intentions to implement a “Writing Across
the Curriculum” platform. According to the Facebook post, plans for the new platform are
“forthcoming” and “will better equip students with the writing skills needed for the jobs of
today and tomorrow”.
“I appreciate the collaboration and cooperation of the English Department, Learning
Services, and upper administration as we move JSU away from the ECE and towards a
Writing Across the Curriculum model,” said Staci Stone, the dean of the JSU school of arts
and humanities. “Writing skills are essential for JSU students and alumni, and this new
approach featuring writing-intensive courses in the major will better prepare JSU
graduates for success.”
According to the ECE proposal, specific classes would be marked with a “W” to designate
the class as a part of the new writing intensive. These may be new courses or existing
courses that are developed to include the criteria needed within each department and
major offered at the university.
“We’ll work with every department on campus to understand these criteria so they can
develop that curriculum in several of their upper-level courses for their majors,” said
Porter. “This work will be done over the coming year and beyond.”
Porter also said that students will not have their graduation affected by the new changes
and that the new model will be available in the 2021-2022 Catalog for general curriculum.
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Jerod Sharp elected SGA president with 914 votes
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/04/14/jerod-sharp-elected-sga-president-earning-914-votes/
Scott Young, News Editor
Jerod Sharp, the incumbent Vice President of Student Senate, has been elected SGA
president for the 2020-2021 academic year, defeating his opponent, Kate Seibert. The
margin of victory was approximately two to one, with Sharp earning 914 votes to Seibert’s
449 votes.
“It still hasn’t set in but I am beyond grateful for this opportunity,” Sharp wrote on
Facebook shortly after the results. “I promise and vow to serve you all to the best of my
ability with students and their stories in mind as decisions are made!”
Sharp ran on a platform of enhancing communication between the student body and the
JSU administration, denoting himself as one of the “main supporters” of the recent SGA
town halls. 
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As SGA president, Sharp said he wants to ensure that SGA is “efficiently representing the
diversity of the student body” and that he wants to champion a sexual assault awareness
campaign, previously promised by incumbent SGA President Ulises Herrera.
Elections were also held for the SGA executive team. 
In the race for Vice President of Organizational Affairs, no candidate received an outright
majority, meaning that there will be a runoff election on April 16, 2020 from 12:00 a.m. to
4:00 p.m. between the top two candidates with the most votes: Auburn McKee, with 577
votes, and Gabriel Alvarez, with 359 votes. 
Katie Wolf, with 320 votes and Garrett Harrelson, with 83 votes, came in third and fourth
place, respectively.
Scout Spears was narrowly elected Vice President of Student Activities with 694 votes to
Alayah Washington’s 669 votes, a 25 vote difference. 
Brooke Robinson ran unopposed for Vice President of Public Relations and Cindy Danini
ran unopposed for Vice President of Student Senate.
For the Student Senate, the winners are: Caleb Howell, Natalie Walls, Olivia Fenderson,
Bless Vincent, Daniel Washington, Destiny Paris-Cartwright, Dexter Ferguson, Jewelishia
Johnson, Kaleigh Rhoades, Lauren Lipscomb, Marina Young, Matthew Reed, Tierra
Thatch, Timothy (Jacob) Hinkles, Zavius Kidd, Britney Barker, Guadalupe Orozco Rosiles,
Kaylee Rawlins, Adison Cook, Maria Casil, Taylor Mabry, Lauryn Townsend, Arcadia
Lopez, Molly Frost, Kevin Barajas, Christina Phillips and Adam McNeal.
Avery Bobbitt was voted Miss Friendly with 675 votes, defeating Britney Barker and
Mardasia Thompson. Mason Myrick was voted Mr. Friendly with 382 votes, defeating
William Foster, Michal Canady and Philip (Trey) Caldwell. 
Peeper Walker was voted Miss Jax State with 391 votes, defeating Lauryn Cochran, Caitlin
Queen, Tara Maynard, Sarah Sumners and Lauren Watson. Will Dickson was voted Mr.
Jax State with 468 votes, defeating Kemuel Williams, Zavius Kidd and Kevin Barajas.
UPDATE: 4/16/20, 9:42 p.m.
On Thursday, McKee was declared the winner of the runoff election for the position of Vice




JSU administrators address graduation, new grading
policy in virtual town hall
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/04/11/jsu-administrators-address-graduation-new-grading-policy-in-virtual-town-hall/
Josie Howell, Sports Editor
Jacksonville State University’s acting president Don Killingsworth and provost Christie
Shelton took to Instagram Live on Thursday, April 9 to address specific questions students
have recently voiced about university operations amidst the COVID-19 pandemic such as
the new grading policy, graduation, summer courses and plans for the fall 2020 semester.
Shelton immediately addressed JSU’s new grading policy that allows students to apply for a
pass/no credit option at the end of the semester once they have received their final grade
letter for each class on May 1 after 3:30 p.m.
For students to apply, the course itself must be eligible. There are specific programs at
Jacksonville State that cannot give this option to their students due to certain accreditation
requirements. Some of these include education, social work and nursing. It has not yet
officially been decided if this grading option will apply to students taking summer courses.
“We are trying to make decisions in real time and with a situation such as this that evolves
by the second sometimes, we feel like we owe it to you, our students and to the faculty, to
1/3
make decisions in a timely manner and we will do that,” said Shelton.
If a student, however, is able to apply for the pass/no credit option, the student’s program
official will then review the request, along with other faculty members of that program if
necessary, and make a decision for that individual student. If the request is denied, then
the student will receive an email with details as to why their request was denied.
“We decided that a pass/no credit option would be best [compared to pass/fail],” said
Shelton. “With the pass/fail option, which many universities are using, the ‘F’ counts
against the students’ GPA, so we wanted to do something that was less punitive.”
Killingsworth then went on to address graduation dates for graduating students for the
spring 2020 semester, announcing that graduation will be held on July 31 and August 1.
However, it has not yet been decided which date will be for spring graduates.
“You deserve to have a day to walk across the stage,” Killingsworth stressed to graduates.
Going into classes for the summer semesters starting May 1, all classes will continue to be
100 percent online. The main concern that Shelton and Killingsworth addressed was that
of students who do not have reliable internet connection.
Shelton emphasized that JSU’s chief information technology officer [Vinson Houston] is
working diligently with other universities to try and come up with the best solution to
accommodate students who were not planning to take online courses. 
One of the ideas that Shelton said the university is considering is wifi parking lots for local
students. Shelton expresses empathy for students with limited internet access, pointing to
her own issues with internet access.
“I have to be in a place where I can pick up an internet signal or a cell signal for this,” said
Shelton, referring to Instagram Live. “I can empathize with our students who have
technology issues as I’m one of those individuals.”
As for the fall 2020 semester, Killingsworth and Shelton are both hopeful that everything
will resume to normal, including classes and sporting events. If, however, the pandemic
has not blown over come August 2020, JSU will be proactively creating a plan just in case.
Killingsworth also emphasized that he is working on doing whatever is necessary to make
sure that freshman orientation will still happen for the incoming freshman class.
“[Freshman orientation] may not look the way it has in the past,” said Killingsworth. “We
may have to alter dates and times, but we still want to offer that to freshman class coming
in. The information that the students and the parents learn during freshman orientation is
vital to their success.”
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The full video of the virtual town hall  can be accessed on the university’s YouTube channel.
Those who do not already receive news and updates from JSU can send an email to
jsunews@jsu.edu to receive the Red and White and other university updates. 
For answers to any other questions, Killingsworth and Shelton encourage students to
contact them at donk@jsu.edu and cshelton@jsu.edu, respectively.
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